[Epidemiological study of patients and suicidal patients admitted to a psychiatric emergency department of a general hospital].
The present study involves a review of all patients who visited the Emergency Psychiatric Service during the period from December, 6, 1993 to June, 5, 1994. A questionnaire was proposed to 1073 subjects (57.2% females; 42.8% males; mean age = 36.6). Demographic data, familial and personal characteristics, previous contacts with professional health services, and diagnosis (DSM III R criteria) were collected. 52% of them were self-attempters, younger than the general population and more frequently females (61.5%). The parasuicides were more frequent in their families and in their personal past history. The previous contacts with health services (hospitalizations, consultations) were more frequent among patients who were admitted for psychological and/or psychiatric problems. 54% of self-attempters were repeating suicidal patients. There were more depressive disorders, parasuicides and drug/alcohol abuse in their families. A logistic regression analysis (stepwise) revealed the role of these factors in the repetition of parasuicides. This study supports the significance of a better knowledge of the potential significant factors for parasuicide. Preventive measures are necessary.